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February 2015 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
DAVID GRAEBER is the author of 
Debt: The First 5,000 Years, and has 
written for Harper’s, The Nation, The 
Baffler, The Wall Street Journal, The 
Washington Post, and The New Left 
Review. He teaches anthropology at the 
London School of Economics.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

THE	UTOPIA	OF	RULES
ON TECHNOLOGY, STUPIDITY, AND THE SECRET JOYS OF BUREAUCRACY

DAVID GRAEBER

“[The Utopia of Rules ]  should of fer a chal lenge to 
us al l ...can we imagine another world?”

—Gillian Tett, Financial Times

From the author of the international bestseller Debt: The First 5,000 
Years comes a revelatory account of the way bureaucracy rules our lives.
Where does the desire for endless rules, regulations, and bureaucracy 
come from? How did we come to spend so much of our time filling out 
forms? And is it really a cipher for state violence?
 
To answer these questions, the anthropologist David Graeber—one 
of our most important and provocative thinkers—traces the peculiar 
and unexpected ways we relate to bureaucracy today, and reveals how 
it shapes our lives in ways we may not even notice…though he also 
suggests that there may be something perversely appealing—even 
romantic—about bureaucracy.
 
Leaping from the ascendance of right-wing economics to the hidden 
meanings behind Sherlock Holmes and Batman, The Utopia of Rules 
is at once a powerful work of social theory in the tradition of Foucault 
and Marx, and an entertaining reckoning with popular culture that 
calls to mind Slavoj Zizek at his most accessible.
 
An essential book for our times, The Utopia of Rules is sure to start a 
million conversations about the institutions that rule over us—and the 
better, freer world we should, perhaps, begin to imagine for ourselves.

PRAISE FOR THE UTOPIA OF RULES

“Persuasive...Graeber’s aim was to start a conversation on the boondoggles 
and benefits of bureaucracy. In that regard, he has ticked all the right 
boxes.”
—The Observer (UK)

“Ranging from witty analysis of comic-book narratives to penetrating 
discussion of world-changing technologies that haven’t actually appeared, 
it demystifies some of the ruling shibboleths of our time.”
—John Gray, The Guardian (UK)

“...a startlingly original thinker...able to convey complicated ideas with 
wit and clarity.”
—The Telegraph (UK)

“Inspiring and full of surprising facts… This is ultimately a book about 
how the systems we invent come to appear natural. We treat our world as 
though it is a fact, but actually, we produce it.”
—Maclean’s (Canada)

“Anthropologist Graeber is one of our wildest thinkers (see Debt: The First 
5,000 Years), and in this book, he takes on the topic of bureaucracy, 
arguing that what we think of as the root of our civilization — capitalism, 
technology, rules and regulations — may just be what’s keeping us in 
chains.”
—Flavorwire

Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 4

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

Debt: The First 5,000 Years
560 Pages | Paperback
Anthropology - Economics 



Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 5

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
October 2015 

DETAILS
304 Pages | Hardcover | 5.75 x 8.5 in.
Philosophy - Technology - Sociology

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
CURTIS WHITE is the author of the 
acclaimed The Science Delusion: Asking 
the Big Questions in a Culture of Easy 
Answers, and of the international best-
seller The Middle Mind: Why Americans 
Don’t Think for Themselves.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

WE,	ROBOTS
STAYING HUMAN IN THE AGE OF BIG DATA

CURTIS WHITE

In the tradition of Jaron Lanier’s You Are Not a Gadget, 
a rousing, sharply argued—and, yes, inspiring!—

reckoning with our blind faith in technology

Can technology solve all our problems? Despite overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary, many of our most famous journalists, pundits, and 
economists seem to think so. According to them, “intelligent machines” 
and big data will free us from work, educate our children, transform 
our environment, and even make religion more user-friendly. This is 
the story they’re telling us: that we should stop worrying and love our 
robot future.

But just because you tell a story over and over again doesn’t make 
it true. Curtis White, one of our most brilliant and perceptive social 
critics, knows all about the danger of a seductive story, and in We, 
Robots, he tangles with the so-called thinkers who are convinced that 
the future is rose-colored and robotically enhanced.

With tremendous erudition and a punchy wit, White argues that we 
must be skeptical of anyone who tries to sell us on technological 
inevitability. And he gives us an alternative set of stories: taking 
inspiration from artists as disparate as Sufjan Stevens, Lars von Trier, 
and François Rabelais, White shows us that by looking to art, we can 
imagine a different kind of future.

No robots required.

PRAISE FOR THE SCIENCE DELUSION

“[White shows] just how easily good science can shade into the self-
aggrandizing ideology of scientism.”
—The Globe and Mail

“The Science Delusion is an important and necessary book.” 
—Philadelphia Review of Books

“White’s prose is fluid and...enjoyable” 
—Willamette Week

PRAISE FOR CURTIS WHITE AND THE MIDDLE MIND

“Absolutely indispensable.” 
—Slavoj Zizek
 
“Cogent, acute, beautiful, and true.” 
—David Foster Wallace
 
“A master of bewitchments, parodies, and dazzling tropes.” 
—Paul Auster

“Splendidly cranky.” 
—Molly Ivins

“The most inspiringly wicked social critic of the moment.” 
—Will Blythe

The Science Delusion, 
256 Pages | Paperback
Science - Philosophy 



Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 6

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
March 2016 

DETAILS
368 Pages | Hardcover |  6 x 9 in.
History - Economics - Religion

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
CHRIS LEHMANN is the co-editor 
of Bookforum, senior editor and 
columnist for The Baffler and book 
review columnist for In These Times. He 
has written for Harper’s, The Atlantic 
Monthly, and The Nation. He is the 
author of Rich People Things and Revolt 
of the Masscult.

THE	MONEY	CULT
CAPITALISM, CHRISTIANITY AND THE UNMAKING OF THE AMERICAN DREAM

CHRIS LEHMANN

A grand, bril l iantly written work of American 
history in the tradition of Max Weber’s The 

Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism .

It’s the story every American school child is taught: the Puritan Christian 
founders of of the country were cold and pious, concerned only with 
the afterlife. And their Christianity remained pure and uncorrupted by 
money until the industrial revolution brought spiritual downfall. But in 
The Money Cult, Chris Lehmann says we have it all wrong: Capitalism 
has always been entangled with American Christianity. Today’s mega-
churches aren’t an aberration. They are the logical outcome of a long 
history.

The long-awaited first book by a hugely admired journalist, The 
Money Cult is a sweeping and accessible history that traces American 
Christianity from the early Puritans to the rise of the Mormon Church 
to the triumph of Joel Osteen and his mega-church.

With the United States held ever more captive by religious and financial 
fundamentalism, The Money Cult is essential reading for anyone who 
wants a deeper understanding of the cultural forces that animate the 
political landscape.

PRAISE FOR RICH PEOPLE THINGS

“Social criticism at its scorching-hot best.” 
—Barbara Ehrenreich

“This book made me laugh and cry. And wish I were a plutocrat. Chris 
Lehmann is an amazing writer. I will read his books until I die.” 
—Gary Shteyngart

“[Chris Lehmann] is ‘loaded for bear,’  aiming both barrels at the heart 
of what citizens of the US hold most dear.”
—Seattle Post Intelligencer

“Think H.L. Mencken crossed with Jon Stewart.” 
—The Phoenix



Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 7

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
February 2016 

DETAILS
112 Pages | Paperback | 5.5 x 7.5 in.
Business & Economics - Political Science

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
DAVID SHIRREFF was a journalist for 
The Economist in London, Frankfurt 
and Berlin from 2001 to 2014. He is the 
author of Dealing with Financial Risk.

BREAK	UP	THE	BANKS!
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO PREVENTING THE NEXT GLOBAL FINANCIAL MELTDOWN

DAVID SHIRREFF

Can we prevent another financial crisis? We can! Break Up 
the Banks! is a sensible, actionable, and totally accessible 

call to arms from an acclaimed financial journalist.

It’s been eight years since the financial crisis, but has anyone taken 
real action to prevent the next one? Former Economist reporter David 
Shirreff thinks not, and in Break Up the Banks!, he gives us a short 
but essential guide to what exactly we can do. With great clarity and 
a keen sense of humor, Shirreff argues that banks have gotten far too 
big and far too powerful—and shows how they can be reined in. In 
Shirreff’s own words, Break Up the Banks! is “a call for revolution – 
a revolution to reduce complexity in global banks, to split them into 
manageable chunks, and to change the self-serving nature of the 
culture that dominates them.”

Shirreff is a former Economist reporter and co-founder of Risk magazine 
who has been writing about financial issues since the 1980s. He has 
published one book, three musicals—yes, musicals—and innumerable 
articles on financial risk and the global meltdown. If Shirreff is telling 
us it’s time for a banking revolution, it’s time for a banking revolution. 
But this isn’t a polemic, nor does it preach to the choir. It’s a serious 
and urgent look at the issues that will appeal to readers on the Left, 
the Right, and in the Center.

Break Up the Banks! will be required reading for fans of Andrew Ross 
Sorkin’s Too Big to Fail, readers of The Economist  and The Financial 
Times, or anyone searching for a clear and accessible look at the 
financial industry.

PRAISE FOR BREAK UP THE BANKS!

“A coherent and enjoyable read...Shirreff may not achieve the revolution he 
wishes for, but he certainly will get us once again focused upon necessary 
reforms to achieve sensible, if not existentially vital, financial regulation.” 
—Naked Capitalism

“A pointed, passionate plea for a simpler banking system that deserves 
to be taken seriously” 
—The Central Banking Journal



Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 8

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
August 2015 

DETAILS
176 Pages | Hardcover | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Art

10 B/W Illustrations (Permissions Req.)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
NATO THOMPSON is curator at 
Creative Time, and a former curator 
at the Massachusetts Museum of 
Contemporary Art. He is the author 
of Experimental Geography: Radical 
Approaches to Landscape, Cartography, 
and Urbanism (Melville House).

SEEING	POWER
ART AND ACTIVISM IN THE 21ST CENTURY

NATO THOMPSON

“Like an updated version of John Berger’s 
groundbreaking Ways of Seeing, Nato Thompson’s 

Seeing Power delivers a smart, accessible introduction 
to the prevailing artistic predicaments of our time.”

—Gregory Sholette

A fog of images and information permeates the world nowadays: from 
advertising, television, radio, and film to the glut produced by the new 
economy and the rise of social media...where even our friends suddenly 
seem to be selling us the ultimate product: themselves. 

Here, Nato Thompson—one of the country’s most celebrated young 
curators and critics—investigates what this deluge means for those 
dedicated to socially engaged art and activism. How can anyone find a 
voice and make change in a world flooded with such pseudo-art? How 
are we supposed to discern what’s true in the products of the ceaseless 
machine of consumer capitalism—a machine that appropriates from 
art history, and now from the methods of grassroots political organizing 
and even social networking?

Thompson’s invigorating answers to those questions highlights the 
work of some of the most innovative and interesting artists and activists 
working today, as well as institutions that empower their communities 
to see power and reimagine it. From cooperative housing to anarchist 
infoshops to alternative art venues, Seeing Power reveals ways that art 
today can and does inspire innovation and dramatic transformation, 
perhaps as never before.

PRAISE FOR SEEING POWER

“Seeing Power is a twenty-first-century user’s manual for the socially 
responsible artist, critic, and curator.”
—Gregory Sholette, author of Dark Matter: Art and Politics in the 
Age of Enterprise Culture

PRAISE FOR EXPERIMENTAL GEOGRAPHY

“Living in cities, we need a new way to think about how we move and 
what we notice . . . This strange, exciting book offers just that—a new 
way to notice public space.”
—Los Angeles Times

“What could be more delightful—and unsettling—than turning loose a 
group of contemporary surrealists, disguised as vagabonds and artists, 
in the ripe fields of the hyperreal? Experimental Geography isn’t about 
space; it is about terminal strangeness.”
—Mike Davis, author of Ecology of Fear and City of Quartz

“Another step in the ongoing quest for social energies not yet recognized 
as art . . . exploring the politics and infrastructures that can either 
change or stall the world.”
—Lucy Lippard, author of The Lure of the Local



COMING SUMMER 2016 

	 VIKING	ECONOMICS	
 HOW THE SCANDINAVIANS GOT IT RIGHT—AND HOW WE CAN, TOO 

 BY GEORGE LAKEY
 Projected On Sale Date: July 2016

An entertaining look at the Nordic welfare state that shows us how we, too, can have a more just economy

George Lakey has spent decades studying the economies of Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Iceland, and in 
Viking Economics, he reveals that Scandinavia’s deep commitment to the welfare state is much more recent than we 
think.

Ranging from twentieth-century Norwegian history to the details of Swedish childcare policies, Lakey explains, with 
great humor and compassion, that even Scandinavia’s grandest experiments in social equality are rooted in recent 
political struggles, and that the achievements of those struggles can be ours as well—conventional wisdom be damned.

GEORGE LAKEY is the author of Strategy for Nonviolent Revolution and Strategy for a Living Revolution. He is Visiting 
Professor at Swarthmore College. He has led 1,500 workshops on five continents and led activist projects on local, 
national, and international levels. 

	 NETWORKS	OF	NEW	YORK	
 AN INTERNET INFRASTRUCTURE FIELD GUIDE 

 BY INGRID BURRINGTON
 Projected On Sale Date: June 2016

How do you see the Internet? Most of us don’t think we see it at all. But pieces of network are 
everywhere around us . . . you just have to know where to look for them.

In Networks of New York, Ingrid Burrington takes us on a tour of the physical Internet, as seen on (and below!) the 
streets of NYC. Her book is an illustrated dictionary of the various manholes, spray-painted sidewalk markings, and 
CCTV’s that make up the Internet’s infrastructure, peppered with background stories and maps for visiting, say, the 
building that has the largest concentration of connections to transatlantic cables on the East Coast, or the one that 
happens to house the offices of both Google and the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force. 

INGRID BURRINGTON is an Internet-researcher and data visualization artist. She has exhibited her art in galleries 
throughout the world and regularly gives presentations on the physical infrastructure of the Internet. She lives in 
Brooklyn, NY. This is her first book. 

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

Melville House Publishing
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Melville House Publishing
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For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
May 2016 

DETAILS
492 Pages | Hardcover | 6 x 9 in.
Fiction - Mystery & Detective 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MARTIN SEAY’s writing has appeared 
in The Believer, Joyland, The Gettysburg 
Review, Other, and Gargoyle. This is 
his first novel.

THE	MIRROR	THIEF
MARTIN SEAY

A globetrotting, time-bending, wildly entertaining literary 
masterpiece in the tradition of Cloud Atlas, The Mirror Thief 

is a major statement from a powerful new voice in fiction.

The Name of the Rose meets Paul Thomas Anderson’s Inherent Vice? 
Cloud Atlas, but with an American accent? Martin Seay’s massive, 
toweringly ambitious novel invites the comparisons and renders them 
useless.

Set in Las Vegas in 2003, Venice Beach in 1958, and the other Venice—
the real one—in the sixteenth century, The Mirror Thief follows a trio 
of characters who share a single mystery. On the eve of the Iraq War, a 
veteran finds himself on the hunt for a masterful but elusive gambler, 
who clings with all his might to the memory of a forgotten beat poet 
and his magnum opus. When he was young, the gambler met the poet, 
and ever since, he’s been obsessed with the man’s strange, mysterious 
book—also called The Mirror Thief—which follows a deceptive war hero 
named Crivano, whose great con attracts the attentions of the Council 
of Ten.

Ranging across time and space, The Mirror Thief is a blisteringly 
written literary novel that doubles as a gripping, fast-paced thriller 
with a great mystery at its center. Taking in everything from alchemy 
to Venetian political intrigue to the Beatnik scene in California, Martin 
Seay’s debut is a wholly original masterpiece an exemplar of classic 
storytelling: adventurous, superbly paced, and full of mystery.

EARLY PRAISE FOR THE MIRROR THIEF

“Matched in its ambition only by its accomplishment. This literary, noir 
thriller—drenched in grit, paranoia, and desperation—pulls the reader 
inexorably through a Russian doll of mysteries that span centuries and 
cultures. One hell of a debut novel.”
—Chris Phipps, Diesel Bookstore

“Truly remarkable...”
—Sheryl Cotleur, Copperfield’s Books

“A bravura piece of writing . . . a feast of a book.” 
—Greg Berry, Elliott Bay Books

“A compulsively readable, complicated, fascinating novel that richly 
deserves comparison to the works of Umberto Eco, David Mitchell, and 
Vladimir Nabokov.” 
—Mary Wolf, Collected Works Bookstore & Coffee House

“An incredible feat of storytelling.”
—Steve Salardino, Skylight Books

“Will undoubtedly be one of the literary events of 2016.”
—Stan Hynds, Northshire Bookstore

“A debut novel of astounding ambition and achievement.”
—Kevin Elliott, 57th Street Books



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 12

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
September 2015 

DETAILS
272 Pages | Hardcover | 5.25 x 8.5 in.
Fiction - Science Fiction 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
GREG HRBEK won the James Jones 
First Novel award for his book The 
Hindenberg Crashes Nightly. His 
short fiction has appeared in Harper’s 
Magazine and in The Best American 
Short Stories anthology. 

NOT	ON	FIRE,	BUT	BURNING
GREG HRBEK

“Brilliant…It’s troubling and beautiful, bold and 
compelling, a brainy, heartfelt page-turner”

—Elizabeth McCracken

Twenty-year-old Skyler saw it from the windo: a metallic object that 
descended from the sky at terrific speed, slowed above the Golden Gate 
Bridge, and then severed the bridge’s suspension cables before a toxic 
mushroom cloud lifeted above San Francisco...

Flash-forward to a future America, where no one knows who was 
responsible for the explosion in San Francisco—or even what the 
explosion was, exactly—but Muslims have nonetheless been herded 
onto the old Indian reservations in the west. In suburban New York, 
Skyler’s little brother, Dorian, is twelve and dreaming about killing 
Muslims...when his next-door neighbor adopts a Muslim orphan from 
the territories.

That simple act of benevolence will set off a series of increasingly 
terrifying incidents that force an entire community to reckon with their 
most deeply held beliefs, and—for Dorian—will lead to either tragedy 
or redemption.

Greg Hrbek’s Not on Fire, but Burning is a brilliant, wholly original 
novel, and an absorbing adventure into the dark heart of a frighteningly 
familiar America. 

PRAISE FOR NOT ON FIRE, BUT BURNING

“Hrbek’s prose is sharp and trenchant, his voice remarkably complex 
yet assured, and this novel is an impressive achievement…”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Hrbek has crafted something audacious: A novel that operates 
simultaneously as apocalyptic alarmism, brain-bending quantum fiction, 
character-driven drama and gripping mystery. It’s as poignant as it is 
perplexing and profound.”
—National Public Radio

“…a vivid and often deeply unnerving reminder that our choices carry 
real and lasting consequences.”
—Publishers Weekly

“[Hrbek’s] engagement with themes of loss and recovery and his vibrantly 
lyrical prose style reach a peak in this dark, allusive fantasy...”
—Kirkus Reviews

“…a mystery, a thriller, a sharp critique of contemporary culture, and an 
explosive family drama all in one.”
—Ron Currie, Jr., author of Everything Mattters

“Audacious, masterful, fresh, and compelling.”
—V. V. Ganeshananthan, author of Love Marriage

“Brilliantly uncanny and read-it-under-your-desk-at-work suspenseful…”
—GQ



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 13

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
September 2015

DETAILS
272 Pages | Hardcover | 5.25 x 8.5 in.
Fiction -  Historical 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
HUGO WILCKEN is the author of the 
novel The Execution, and the nonfiction 
book David Bowie’s Low, part of the 
33 1/3 series. After residing for many 
years in Paris, he now divides his time 
between London and Sydney.

THE	REFLECTION
HUGO WILCKEN

Hitchcock meets Camus—a terrifying, and terrifyingly 
absorbing, psychological thriller.

When psychiatrist David Manne is asked by a police detective to consult on 
an unusual case, he finds himself in a seedy apartment on New York’s Lower 
East Side, evaluating a suspect who insists he’s not who the police say he is. 

Unable to control his curiosity, David surreptitiously follows the case to an 
eerie uptown hospital staffed by military doctors returned from World War 
II. Is the man caught up in a top secret medical testing program? The close 
David gets to finding out, the more dangerously entangled he becomes in 
an intricate game of conspiracy and mistaken identity—a deadly game that 
threatens to unmoor him from his memories, his sense of reality, his very 
life. 

Written in relentlessly probing prose, with startling plot twists, The Reflection 
is a powerful psychological thriller that carries the weight of an instant 
modern classic. 

PRAISE FOR THE REFLECTION

“Hitchcock meets Dostoevsky…The Talented Mr Ripley with 
psychiatrists…A strange and clever book. It will leave you looking over 
your shoulder long after you’ve put it down.”
—The Times (UK)

‘...a roller coaster, a helter skelter, a whole literary fairground.”
—The Guardian

“‘Hitchcock meets Camus’ is the unusually apt shoutline for this 
atmospheric exercise in retro literary noir, and Patricia Highsmith, 
Vladimir Nabokov, Miles Davis’s cool jazz and Mad Men’s Don Draper 
could be added to the list of influences or echoes…seductively ambiguous.” 
—The Sunday Times (UK)

“A fine stylist, Wilcken captures a noirish, postwar New York.”
—Publishers Weekly

“[An] exceptional psychological thriller...”
—Library Journal

PRAISE FOR THE EXECUTION 

“Unnervingly cool prose…an entertainingly urbane thriller...”
—The Daily Telegraph 
 
“[A] nervy thriller that fulfills the demands of the genre while resonating 
on deeper frequencies.”
—The New York Times Book Review
 
“…echoes the best suspense of Patricia Highsmith with a cheeky nod 
to Dostoyevski.”
—Publishers Weekly
  
“Nuanced, compelling, and fresh…an exceptionally well-done debut.”
—Kirkus Reviews
 
“[A] intricately crafted, multilayered story...moving and mesmerizing.”
—Booklist (starred review)



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 14

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
October 2015

DETAILS
352 Pages | Hardcover | 6 x 9 in.
Fiction - Dystopian 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
KIRK LYNN is a playwright and 
artistic director of Rude Mechanicals 
theater collective. He teaches in the 
Department of Theatre and Dance at 
the University of Texas at Austin. This 
is his first novel.

RULES	FOR	WEREWOLVES
KIRK LYNN

In the tradition of Colson Whitehead’s Zone One, a 
visionary debut novel about shelter, escape, family, 

violence, and dumpster-diving
 
They’re out there—young, homeless, angry—running from their 
families and their pasts, roaming the half-empty suburbs of post-
housing crisis Los Angeles like a pack of wolves. Prowling until they 
find a foreclosed home, or a house whose owners are on vacation, they 
swoop to occupy it—just long enough to hide from the authorities, and 
plunder everything they can.

It’s dangerous, exhilarating, and makes them feel they’ve transcended 
the system to become something else, something liberated and...wild. 
And from these seized outpost, they can build their own society, with 
their own laws. 

But utopias are hard work, and soon the young revolutionaries discover 
that it’s much easier to break laws than to make them. Narrated in 
the shifting perspectives of a pack. Rules for Werewolves follows a 
community of drifters on the move, as they seek a life in a world that 
has no room for them, and a freedom for which they may not be entirely 
prepared.

At once a fractured fairy tale and a haunting vision of American 
disaffection, Rules for Werewolves marks the arrival of a fierce new 
talent. 

PRAISE FOR RULES FOR WEREWOLVES

“You get caught up with these people. You take sides. And then Kirk 
Lynn confounds your expectations at every turn.”
—Greil Marcus, author of Mystery Train

“Lynn’s compelling debut novel is a parable about loneliness, violence, 
and modern malaise. It is one of the first post-recession, post–housing 
crisis American novels of truly alienated youth and suburban fear.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Lynn is strongest when he illuminates the urge to break free from 
convention in the face of threats… An offbeat glimpse into how 
resistance to conformity breeds its own kind of conformity.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Funny, dark, weird and addictive . . . A unique, engaging way to tell a 
story and a fresh way of looking at American culture, youth and class.”
—LitHub

“Novels are supposed to give you pleasure. So many don’t. But Rules for 
Werewolves does, in a big-time way...It’s quirky, innovative, hilarious 
and menacing.”
—James Magnuson, author of Famous Writers I Have Known

“Kirk Lynn has a pitch-perfect ear for dialogue and a sixth sense for 
finding the exact point at which absurdity mutates into heartbreak—or 
vice versa. Rules for Werewolves is a dark, delirious, innovative riot of 
a novel; a grand blast of chaos across the front lawns of America, and 
a truly outstanding debut.”
—Justin Taylor, author of Flings and The Gospel of Anarchy



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 15

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
January 2016 

DETAILS
320 Pages | Hardcover | 5.25 x 8.5 in.
Fiction - Family Life 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
RACHEL CANTOR is the author of 
the acclaimed novel A Highly Unlikely 
Scenario (Melville House), and her 
short stories have appeared in The 
Paris Review, One Story, Ninth Letter, 
and The Kenyon Review.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

GOOD	ON	PAPER
RACHEL CANTOR

“...a vivacious, potent blend of the touching and the erudite, 
the garrulous and thoughtful, the playful and the tender.”

—Jim Crace, author of Harvest

 Is a new life possible? Because Shira Greene’s life hasn’t quite turned 
out as planned...She is a permanent temp, with a few short stories 
published in minor literary magazines and an abandoned Ph.D. thesis 
on Dante’s Vita Nuova.

Her life does have some happy certainties, though: she lives with 
Ahmad—a successful economics professor—and her daughter Andi in 
New York City. They’re an unconventional family but a real one.

So when she gets a call from the poet Romei—winner of the Nobel Prize 
and irascible idol of grad students everywhere—who tells her he wants 
her to translate his new book, Shira’s happy, but stunned.

In the job, Shira sees a new life beckoning—academic glory, a career as 
a literary translator, and even a new love. That is, until Romei starts 
sending her pages from the manuscript, and she realizes that his book 
may in fact be untranslatable.

Deft, funny, and big-hearted, Good on Paper is a grand novel of family, 
friendship, and second chances.

PRAISE FOR GOOD ON PAPER

“Translation is a metaphor through which Cantor uses her considerable 
powers with language to refract larger questions about family bonds, 
storytelling, and letting go of fantasies of new life and waking up to the 
life that is yours.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Cantor clearly loves her characters, and she shows true mastery of their 
inner lives...You’ll want to reread the final chapters more than once, 
delighted anew each time by how well Cantor speaks our language.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Good on Paper is full of invention and emotional generosity. It’s also 
packed with Cantor’s love of humanity and language…a delightful read.”
—A.L. Kennedy, author of Day

PRAISE FOR A HIGHLY UNLIKELY SCENARIO

“The great pleasure of such novels is the world-building, in which the 
author invents a new universe while playfully commenting on our own. 
And what Cantor does of this is great, her impish prose and dry wit 
perfectly suited to the task.”
—The Independent (UK)

“A dystopian satire; a story about  storytelling, believing and listening”
—New York Times Book Review

“[A] dizzying fabulist debut.”
—Washington Post

“…both profoundly wild and wildly profound.”
—Charles Yu, author of How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional 
Universe

A Highly Unlikely Scenario
256 Pages | Paperback
Fiction - Science Fiction  
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ON SALE
February 2016

DETAILS
400 Pages | Hardcover | 6 x 9 in.
Fiction - Thrillers 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MICHAEL M. THOMAS is the bestselling 
author of nine novels, including The 
Ropespinner Conspiracy and Love and 
Money. He was a partner at the Wall 
Street financial firm, Lehman Brothers, 
and his journalism has appeared in 
The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, and The Washington Post.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

FIXERS
MICHAEL M. THOMAS

A riveting, suspenseful political thriller that imagines 
a high-level conspiracy between Wall Street and the 

President of the United States

On a winter’s night in 2007, Chauncey Suydam gets a call from Leon 
Mankoff. Long before Chauncey was a consultant to the most powerful 
men on Wall Street—and before Mankoff ran the world’s largest (and 
most vicious) investment bank—the two men worked for the CIA’s 
Economic Warfare and Destabilization department. What Mankoff 
proposes to Chauncey is a throwback mission—only this time, the 
target is domestic: bribe the future President of the United States in 
exchange for a few Wall Street-friendly names in the Cabinet.

Chauncey agrees to the mission, and what unspools is a grand saga of 
money and politics. As Chauncey wends his way through the nation’s 
political elite, he sees with greater clarity than ever how decisions 
really get made in New York and Washington. And soon, as the impact 
of his deal begins to make itself felt, he starts to have second thoughts.

Fixers is a riveting, addictive political thriller whose vision of power 
and corruption seems all too plausible. A veteran novelist and former 
partner at Lehman Brothers, Michael M. Thomas describes the halls of 
power with tremendous accuracy—and not a shred of sentimentality. 
Few thrillers qualify as genuinely shocking and revealing: this is one 
of the few. 

PRAISE FOR MICHAEL THOMAS

“Savage, pungent, witty...Not since Sinclair Lewis has an American 
novelist been able to fill in the variegated background of his characters.” 
—Louis Auchincloss, New York Review of Books

“When Mr. Thomas quotes economic classics like Walter Bagehot and Joseph 
Schumpeter, or lets you eavesdrop on a board meeting or shows you a fine-
art investor doing the rounds, you feel he is speaking from real knowledge...”
—The New York Times

“Thomas has credentials to spare to talk about global finance and the 
ability of unscrupulous men to manipulate it for destructive purposes.”
—Los Angeles Times

PRAISE FOR LOVE AND MONEY

”Michael Thomas’ irresistible writing about money, morals, society, is 
rivaled only by Candace Bushnell’s Sex and the City...Michael Thomas 
is a cutting-edge guide.” 
—James Salter, author of Last Night, and A Sport and a Pastime

“Deliciously entertaining—a stupendous performance.”
—Washington Post Book World

Love & Money
320 Pages | Paperback 
Fiction - Thriller - 
Suspense 
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ON SALE
December 2015 

DETAILS
128 Pages | Paperback | 5.25 x 8.5 in.
Fiction - Action and Adventure 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MICHAEL BIBLE’s writing has 
appeared in Oxford American, The Paris 
Review Daily,  and Al Jazeera America. 
This is his first novel. 

SOPHIA
MICHAEL BIBLE

“You’ll smile with joy turning every page.” 
—Barry Hannah

Reverend Maloney isn’t the world’s greatest spiritual advisor. He drinks 
booze out of his coffee cup and has sex dreams about the Holy Ghost. 
His best friend Eli isn’t perfect either, but he’s a chess genius, which 
has to count for something. So Maloney decides they should hit the 
road: Eli can win major chess tournament after chess tournament; 
Maloney can pocket Eli’s winnings while getting away from, well, 
certain situations. 

Thus begins a grand adventure story, with the Reverent and Eli racing 
out of the South, pursued by Eli’s girlfriend and a blind headhunter 
named Jack Cataract, toward New York City—sin city, chess heaven, 
and a location with a blessed plethora of places to...hide. 
 
In this uproariously funny, unabashedly sexy, and refreshingly new 
novel, Michael Bible delivers a devastating story about the American 
South, chess tournaments, and one debaucherous reverend’s struggle 
with spirituality. With the sly, grinning energy of Nicholson Baker and 
the author’s beloved mentor Barry Hannah, Sophia is a spectacularly 
original vision of sin and redemption that parks the debut of a bodacious 
new talent. 

PRAISE FOR SOPHIA

“Bible’s short, comic novel, which relates a bibulous Southern 
preacher’s perverse quest for sainthood, is full of small miracles.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Bible delivers an elliptical, provocative novella about the profane and 
the spiritual, all of it drenched in sweat, sex, and booze.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Michael Bible may have hit what a lot of us were trying, a singular new 
voice for CEOs to slackers.”
—Barry Hannah

“Most contemporary fiction makes me wonder why people try to write 
anymore. Michael Bible helps me remember why.” 
—Blake Butler, author of Three Hundred Million

“Yes, the spirit of Barry Hannah resides in Sophia, but, as Reverend 
Maloney so eloquently puts it, ‘Now is now and then was then.’ Bible’s 
talent is such that he knows how to take scripture and bend and twist 
it into something that can exist in both heaven and hell. This is an 
ecstatic novel, and Bible is a fantastic writer.” 
—Kevin Wilson, author of The Family Fang

“Michael Bible’s Sophia is a real howl of a book. It will drill holes inside 
your head and then fill them with a rushing pop of words. It’s a wild 
journey from the deep south to New York City, with detours for chess 
tournaments, sexual escapades, and encounters with the holy ghost 
along the way. There’s a lot of pain inside this book, too, but don’t 
worry: you’ll enjoy it.” 
—Scott McClanahan, author of Crapalacia



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 18

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SALE
April 2016

DETAILS
366 Pages | Paperback | 5.25 x 8.5 in.
Fiction - Humorous 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
CHRISTOPHER BOUCHER teaches 
writing and literature at Boston 
College, and is the managing editor of 
Post Road Magazine. His debut, How to 
Keep Your Volkswagen Alive was widely 
praised. Golden Delicious is his second 
novel. 

ALSO AVAILABLE:

GOLDEN	DELICIOUS
CHRISTOPHER BOUCHER

An adventurous literary ride, that takes you to the 
heart of family, love and memory.

Welcome to Appleseed, Massachusetts, where stories grow in soil, 
sentences are kept as pets, and pianos change your point of view. Golden 
Delicious chronicles one family’s arrival in the small town and the 
narrator’s rich, vivid childhood - driving to the local flea market with 
his father and sister, causing trouble at school, pedaling through the 
neighborhood on his Bicycle Built for Two. When a curious infestation 
causes a blight in the soil, though, the local economy sours and the 
narrator’s family is torn apart. His mother joins a flying militia known 
as The Mothers; his father takes an all-consuming job; his sister runs 
away for a better life elsewhere. Who will save Appleseed? Will it be the 
Memory of Johnny Appleseed? The Mothers? The narrator himself?

Heartbreaking, funny, and wildly-imaginative, Golden Delicious is a 
tour-de-force unlike anything you’ve ever read before. Fans of Karen 
Russell and Italo Calvino will love Christopher Boucher’s new novel, a 
follow-up to his acclaimed 2011 debut How to Keep Your Volkswagen 
Alive. You’ll root for the narrator and his pet sentence, laugh at their 
absurd predicaments, and cheer for the family at the core of this drama 
that, despite every obstacle, fights to stay together. 

PRAISE FOR HOW TO KEEP YOUR VOLKSWAGEN ALIVE

“Strange and dazzling . . . Through all the insanity and dizzying leaps 
of logic that make up Boucher’s world are a series of absolutely human 
and recognizable truths.” 
—Emily St. John Mandel, author of Station Eleven

“Boucher’s first novel is one of the most original books you will read 
this year.” 
—Roxane Gay, author of Bad Feminist

“As moving as it is fun, How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive is definitely 
the next book you should read.” 
—Adam Levin, author of The Instructions

“Christopher Boucher joins a now-forgotten handbook with Steven 
Wright’s old joke about mistakenly sticking a car key in a house door 
and builds a new, exuberant novel-world. Goofiness and grief are in 
perfect harmony in this impressive, moving debut.” 
—Sam Lipsyte, author of The Ask

How To Keep Your 
Volkswagen Alive
239 Pages | Paperback
Literary Fiction
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	 SUCH	THINGS	AMONG	US	
 BY MICHELLE PRAETORIOUS
 Projected On Sale Date: July 2016

In the tradition of Lauren Beukes’s The Shining Girls, a daring and disturbing historical thriller that weaves 
through the dark history of twentieth-century South Africa

A riveting historical thriller rich with shocking, fantastical twists, Such Things Among Us takes us from the horrors 
of the Boer War through the uneasy peace of contemporary South Africa. Michelle Pretorius has written one of the 
most original and exciting debuts since The Time Traveler’s Wife, whose author, Audrey Niffenegger, taught Pretorius.

MICHELLE PRETORIUS was born and raised in South Africa. She has written for a number of publications, including 
Bookslut, Word Riot, and the Copperfield Review. This is her first novel

	 THE	AFFILIATE
 BY MATÍAS CELEDÓN
 Projected On Sale Date: August 2016

Both an exquisitely designed art object and a chilling tale of corporate evil, The Affiliate is a wholly original 
novel by one of Chile’s rising literary stars.

In the subsidiary offices of a major Latin American corporation, the power suddenly goes out: the lights switch off; 
the doors lock; the phone lines are cut. The employees are trapped in total darkness with only cryptic, intermittent 
announcements dispatched over the loud speaker, instructing all personnel to remain at their work stations until 
further notice.

The Affiliate is one worker’s testimony to what happens during the following days, told exclusively—and hauntingly—
through the stamps he uses to mark corporate documents. Hand-designed by the author with a stamp set he bought 
in an bookstore in Santiago, Matías Celedón’s The Affiliate is both an exquisite object and a chilling avant-garde tale 
from one of Chile’s rising literary stars. 

MATÍAS CELEDÓN was born in Santiago, Chile. He is a screenwriter, journalist, and the author of three novels. This 
is his first translation into English. 

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

Melville House Publishing

	 THE	INSIDES	
 BY JEREMY BUSHNELL
 Projected On Sale Date: July 2016

The highly anticipated follow-up to one of the bestselling fiction debuts in Melville House 
history, Jeremy Bushnell’s The Weirdness

Olive (a.k.a. Ollie) and Guychardson are butchers at a chic Manhattan restaurant, where on the two busiest nights of 
the week they race: who’s made more animals disappear into the walk-in refrigerator, who’s produced more finished 
cuts. It’s friendly, sort of. Guychardson wins almost every single night, and there’s something about those easy 
victories that doesn’t seem quite right to Ollie.

It turns out that Guychardson’s got a magic knife—and a former Marine nicknamed “Pig,” and his hired psychic, Maja, 
are looking for it. But Ollie’s got some experience with magic herself, and what unfolds is a dark, exuberant chase 
through New York City as she finds herself the guardian of not just any magical knife, but rather a sliver of the sword 
that once belonged to King Arthur.

JEREMY BUSHNELL is the author of The Weirdness. He teaches writing at Northeastern University in Boston.
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ON SALE
December 2015 

DETAILS
112 Pages | Paperback | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Biography & Autobiography

ABOUT NORA EPHRON
NORA EPHRON is the author of 
I Remember Nothing: And Other 
Reflections, I Feel Bad About My Neck, 
and Heartburn, as well as numberous 
essays and movies—including Silkwood, 
When Harry Met Sally, and You’ve Got 
Mail.

NORA	EPHRON
THE LAST INTERVIEW

“A woman for all seasons, tender and tough 
in just the right proportions.” 

—The New York Times

“The most accessible of all role models,” in the words of Frank Rich: 
Nora Ephron was a sparkling personality and an extraordinary 
screenwriter. She set the bar for romantic comedies and how to age 
with grace and humor. From an interview with Writers Digest that 
she gave at 32, about freelancing and going head-to-head with Helen 
Gurley Brown after an Esquire profile, to her final interview with The 
Believer reflecting on the whole of her career, these interviews show 
Ephron at her most bold, compelling, and hilarious.

In both her first and last interviews, Ephron discusses her article “A 
Few Words About Breasts,” which ran in Esquire in October, 1973. 
She received 200 letters after its publication, and it became a pivotal 
moment in her career. Years later, she would tell more than 700,000 
readers to stop feeling bad about their necks. In this collection, Nora 
Ephron reflects on her mother’s ambitions, how hard it was to break 
into journalism and filmmaking as a woman, and reflects on the 
projects she loved most.

A few things never changed: it was always hard to make movies. It was 
even harder to make movies as a female writer and director. But Nora 
“has quietly been one of the most significant women in film history,” 
according to historian Jeanine D. Basinger, and here at last, her legacy 
will be celebrated in one slim volume. 

PRAISE FOR NORA EPHRON

“She was the most accessible of role models. Funny, smart, sexy, 
knowing... She exuded a mixture of intimacy, worldliness, and wit well 
beyond my ken or experience.”
 —Frank Rich, New York Magazine

“I devoured her prose, her other film offerings, and became a fangirl 
right along with my mother, aunt, grandmother, and every other 
intelligent woman in the tristate area…I know I am only one of hundreds 
of women, people, who will miss Nora’s company, and millions who will 
miss her voice.” 
—Lena Dunham, The New Yorker

“Candid, self-deprecating, laser-smart, and hilarious…A master of the 
jujitsu essay, Ephron leaves us breathless with rueful laughter.” 
—Booklist

“A tremendously talented woman from a significant American period...
tremendous talent is her forte, her strong suit, her fiendish trump 
card.” 
—The Washington Post
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DETAILS
112 Pages | Paperback | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Biography & Autobiography

ABOUT ERNEST HEMINGWAY
ERNEST HEMINGWAY published seven 
novels, six short story collections, and 
two nonfiction titles. He won the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1954.

ERNEST	HEMINGWAY
THE LAST INTERVIEW

“The outstanding author since the death of Shakespeare...”
 —John O’Hara

Any fan of Papa Hemingway will be delighted by these interviews—
many given at La Florida, his favorite bar in Cuba, or while the author 
and interviewer fish. “Bring a heavy sweater and we’ll go out on the 
boat. I’ll explain to Mary that you’re coming down to cut me up and 
feed me to William Faulkner,” he quipped to one intervviewer in 1965.

The Nobel Prize doesn’t come easy. Hemingway was serious about his 
work, and had a reputation as the greatest living writer from an early 
moment his career. His devotion to the craft could be compared to a 
professional athlete: he started as close to “first light” as he could and 
continued until he felt empty. At best, he is clear, direct, even generous 
with his interviewers. But he could be prickly, too—he insulted George 
Plimpton for asking “tiresome” questions, and almost wouldn’t open 
the door when his last interviewer arrived to see him (even though they 
worked for the same newspaper!).

In these pages, Hemingway discusses fighting, fishing, war, his 
complicated relationship with fame, and the lifelong discipline that 
kept him writing. Wildly quotable and full of unforgettable writing 
advice, this is the story of a true American legend. 

PRAISE FOR ERNEST HEMINGWAY

“One of the bravest and best, the strictest in principles, the severest of 
craftsmen, undeviating in his dedication to his craft . . . To the few who 
knew him well he was almost as good a man as the books he wrote. He 
is not dead. Generations not yet born of young men and women who 
want to write will refute that word as applied to him.”
 —William Faulkner

“The outstanding author since the death of Shakespeare…Always 
dangerous. Always in there with that right cocked. Real Class.”
—John O’Hara

“He accomplished as few artists that have lived in our time, or any, the 
almost impossibly difficult achievement of becoming, as a man, in the 
sight of the world and the time he lived in, the embodiment of what his 
work meant.”
 —Tennessee Williams
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112 Pages | Paperback | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Biography & Autobiography

ABOUT PHILIP K. DICK
PHILIP K. DICK published 45 novels 
and 121 short stories over the course 
of his lifetime, and several of his works  
have been adapted to film. He recieved 
two Hugo Awards and was inducted 
into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame 
in 2005. His work has been translated 
into more than 25 languages. 

ABOUT THE EDITOR
DAVID STREITFELD is a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist who has 
written for The Washington Post and 
The Los Angeles Times. He is currently 
a columnist for The New York Times.

PHILIP	K.	DICK
THE LAST INTERVIEW

“Dick is Thoreau plus the death of the American dream.” 
—Roberto Bolaño

One of the 20th century’s most prolific, influential, and dazzlingly 
original science fiction writers, Philip K. Dick spent his career 
navigating the contours of perception and questioning the nature of 
reality: What does it mean to be human? What is time? What is god?

His work—more than 120 short stories and 45 novels published in a 
span of 30 years—not only revolutionized American science fiction, but 
it catapulted the genre into the public consciousness: the strange glow 
of Dick’s influence can be seen in works by countless literary masters—
from Thomas Pynchon to Don Delillo to David Foster Wallace—and 
Hollywood adaptations of his fiction—among them Blade Runner, 
Minority Report, and A Scanner Darkly, to name a few—have become 
classics in their own right.

But for much of his life, Dick banged away in relative obscurity, 
publishing at the rate of a hack, utterly ostracized by the literary 
establishment. The interviews collected here—from the very first, when 
Dick was just a 26-year-old kid from Berkeley, to the last, conducted 
the day before he suffered the stroke that killed him—reveal a man 
plagued by bouts of manic paranoia and failed suicide attempts; a 
career fuelled by alcohol, amphetamines, and mystical inspiration; 
and, above all, a magnificent and generous imagination at work.

“Dick wasn’t a legend and he wasn’t mad,” the novelist Jonathan 
Lethem, one of Dick’s many disciples wrote. “He lived among us and 
he was a genius.” Philip K. Dick: The Last Interview is an essential 
testament to one of the great masters of American literature.

PRAISE FOR PHILIP K. DICK

“Dick is one of the ten best American writers of the 20th century, which 
is saying a lot…Dick is Thoreau plus the death of the American dream.” 
—Roberto Bolaño

“Our own homegrown Borges.” 
—Ursula K. Le Guin

“Dick wasn’t a legend and he wasn’t mad. He lived among us and was 
a genius.” 
—Jonathan Lethem
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	 JANE	JACOBS:	THE	LAST	INTERVIEW	
 PART OF THE LAST INTERVIEW SERIES

 Projected On Sale Date: April 2016

Published on the centenary of Jane Jacobs’s birth, an indispensible collection of conversations 
with America’s greatest most inf luential urban critic

Hailed by the New York Times Book Review as “perhaps the single most influential work in the history of town 
planning,” Jane Jacobs’s The Death and Life of Great American Cities was instantly recognized as a masterpiece 
upon its publication in 1961. In the decades that followed, Jacobs remained a brilliant and revered commentator on 
architecture, urban life, and economics until her death in 2006. These interviews capture Jacobs at her very best and 
are an essential reminder of why Jacobs was—and remains—unrivaled in her analyses and her ability to cut through 
cant and received wisdom.

JANE JACOBS was the legendary author of The Death and Life of Great American Cities, a work that has never gone out 
of print and that transformed the disciplines of urban planning and city architecture. Her other major works include 
The Economy of Cities, Systems of Survival, The Nature of Economies, and Dark Age Ahead. She died in 2006.

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

Melville House Publishing


