
 

 
 

 “A very wise book, and it is written in the 
most beautiful, precise and definitive prose.” 

 

—Ha’are tz Li t erary Supplement  
 

“[A] masterly written and translated story. 
Highly recommended.” 

 

—Library Journal 
 

“This contemplative inquiry into the nature of 
love speaks across cultures and introduces a 

compelling new Israeli voice to English-
speaking readers.” 

 

—Publi shers  Weekly 
 
“Sometimes one has the experience of reading 
a book and just falling in love with it—because 

it is so well written, so moving, it gets into 
your soul. That was my experience when I read 

The Confessions of Noa Weber.” 
 

—Ha'are tz 
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The Confessions of Noa Weber 
a novel by 

Gail Hareven 
 

translated by Dalya Bilu 
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ONE WOMAN’S UNFLINCHING LOOK AT EMOTIONAL, SPIRITUAL, AND 
PHYSICAL OBSESSION – AT ONCE A GREAT LOVE STORY AND A GREAT 

PHILOSOPHICAL NOVEL 
 
The Confessions of Noa Weber, an award-winning novel by the important Israeli writer Gail 
Hareven is, by turns, a funny, self-mocking, brutally honest, and always absorbing account of a 
woman’s quest to understand her obsessive love for one mysterious man. 
 
Middle-aged writer Noa Weber – acclaimed both as a writer and as one of Israel’s leading feminists 
– has all the trappings of a successful “feminist” life: She is a respected cultural figure with a strong 
career and a wonderful daughter she raised alone. Yet her interior life is inextricably bound by her 
love for one man – Alek, a Russian émigré and the father of her child, who, over the years, has 
drifted in and out of her life. 
 
Trying to understand and free herself from this lifelong obsession, Noa turns her pen upon herself, 
and with relentless honesty dissects her life. Against the evocative setting of turbulent modern-day 
Israel, the examination becomes a quest to transform the nature of her love from irrational desire to 
a greater, transcendent comprehension of the sublime. 
 
The Confessions of Noa Weber introduces to the English-speaking world a startlingly talented 
writer of a rich tale – one that illuminates the desires, yearnings, and complexities of life in Israel, 
while exploring the difficulty of balancing the needs of the secular world with the ultimate need and 
desire for transcendence.   
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